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XTA DS800 DOES A VERY VERSATILE SONG AND DANCE ON BROADWAY

— The multifaceted 8 X 32 audio distribution system serves as mic pre 

and analog splitter for top-tier Broadway shows —

— Sound Associates employs the DS800 on Movin’ Out, Little Shop of Horrors, 

The Graduate, La Cage aux Folles and The Immigrant —

117th AES CONVENTION, SAN FRANCISCO, CA, October 28, 2004 — The XTA DS800 continues to prove one of the most indispensable pieces of audio technology ever to tread the boards on Broadway. Sound Associates, Inc., the leading provider of audio technology and sound design to the theater industry on Broadway and beyond, has recognized this for years. The company regularly utilizes the DS800 as a mic pre as well as in its primary role as an audio splitter and distribution system. Sound Associates has brought the DS800 to shows including Movin’ Out, Little Shop of Horrors, and The Graduate, as well as to Off-Broadway productions such as The Immigrant. The DS800 travels well, too: according to Domonic Sack, Vice President of Sound Associates, the DS800 is a regular on the road with touring productions of Broadway shows. “We’ve got the DS800 out on about a dozen shows rights now,” Sack estimates. “We’ve been using the unit this way for several years now and plan to keep doing so.”

Peter Fitzgerald, President of Sound Associates and Sound Designer of the long-running hit show La Cage aux Folles details the use of the XTA DS800 on Broadway productions. "The best thing we can do to ensure the highest quality in our designs, starts with XTA,” Fitzgerald says. “Since everything digital starts out analog, we need the lowest noise and highest quality in the analog stage before the converters. The DS800 not only provides the mic pre's we need, but also the analog splits necessary to our show design. La Cage aux Folles is using all-digital consoles from both DiGiCo and Yamaha, but we are relying on XTA, in both the DS800 and DP224/DP226, as that extra measure that makes our designs unique."

The XTA DS800 is an 8-input/32-output self-contained audio distribution system, and the unit’s versatility is reflected in its broad feature set. In standard format, each input is split into two transformer-isolated outputs (-10 dB level) and two actively balanced outputs. The unit can also be internally reconfigured to give more than the standard four outputs from each input up to a total number of 32 outputs. Furthermore, each input features remote activated pad, adjustable gain, mic/line switch, 48V phantom power, 5-segment LED metering, and a “listen” facility which, when using multiple units, can be cascaded so that any input channel may be listened to via a single headphone output. A headphone output and associated gain control are also provided. 
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XTA is a British manufacturer of signal processing equipment for the live sound, permanent installation, broadcasting, and recording markets, and is exclusively distributed in the U.S. by Group One Ltd. of Farmingdale, New York. Group One is also the exclusive U.S. distributor for Blue Sky International, Celestion Professional Products, MC2 Audio Ltd., Optocore, and Trantec, as well as a number of prominent lighting products. 

Other company and product names may be trademarks of the respective companies with which they are associated.

—For more information on the complete range of XTA products, contact Sue Adamson, 

Group One Ltd., 70 Sea Lane, Farmingdale, NY 11735. Tel: (516) 249-1399;

Fax: (516) 753-1020; Email: suea@g1limited.com; Web: www.g1limited.com
XTA Electronics is exhibiting at Booth #725 during the 117th AES Convention in 

San Francisco, CA.
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